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 As 2021 comes to a close, and we prepare to welcome in 2022, I’ve been reflect-
ing on how unusual and unprecedented the last two years have been. We’ve come through 
a difficult period that has challenged us on many levels—physically/with our health, emo-
tionally, socially, financially, politically, and spiritually. I am thankful that our God remains 
unchanged, trustworthy, a sure refuge in these turbulent times. I’m also thankful that our 
church, resting on the solid rock of God’s Word, has weathered the storms as well as we 
have. As I talk with other pastors and read the literature on how churches are doing, we are 
well ahead of the curve. Our giving has been more than strong—we’ve even set some new 
records! Our attendance still has some room for improvement, but we are well within 80% 
of pre-COVID numbers—again, sadly better than many churches in our area. We have been 
able to return to near-normal levels and means of ministry this year: we were able to do 
things like VBS, Trunk or Treat, and Drive-Thru Nativity! I am grateful for your faithfulness, 
for how you have trusted the Lord, and how you have stepped out to make this year as 
great as it possibly could be. 
 This coming month, we have more opportunities to worship, grow, serve, and go as 
we love God, love people, and make disciples for Jesus. First, I’m excited and honored to 
present to our church two men who will be ordained as deacons on January 9: Mr. Chase 
Beggs and Mr. Stephen Swann. Please be in worship that day as we bless these men and 
their families and affirm God’s call on their lives to serve. 
 On January 23, we will kick off the year for our committees with a Committee Work-
shop at 5 PM and follow that with our Quarterly Church Conference at 6 PM. If you are 
serving on a committee, I hope you’ll spend a few minutes with your team praying and set-
ting some goals for the new year. Our committees function as ministry teams and help us 
implement our church’s vision. For example, our Membership Committee will help plan a 
Next Steps Luncheon on February 13 after worship. This will be a great opportunity for new 
members and those interested in joining our church to learn more about FBC Thomson, 
spend time with the pastors, ask questions, and discover their next steps in joining and serv-
ing at First Baptist Church. 
 One of the most exciting things for me coming up this month is the new sermon 
series I’m beginning, “What We Believe.” Understanding what we believe as Baptist believ-
ers and why is more needed now than ever. The world is increasingly hostile to the truths of 
God’s Word, the lost don’t understand us and question us—even try to shame us—for 
what we believe. I’ll be using the 2000 Baptist Faith and Message, the latest statement of 
faith for Southern Baptists and Georgia Baptists, to help us walk through the basics of our 
faith. We’ll discuss what the Bible teaches about God (Father, Son, and Spirit), sin and sal-
vation, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, humanity, the family, the church, education, and 
more.  
 Using the latest version of our Baptist Faith and Message helps us address critical 
issues and clarify doctrinal truths that have come to the forefront since the 1963 version 
was adopted. It will help us to firmly declare and stand in solidarity with likeminded church-
es concerning issues of marriage, sexuality, family, the sanctity of life, and other areas of 
concern that face us as Christians today. We must be clear and intentional in stating and 
defending our beliefs in these areas as the world drifts further and further into irrational 
ideologies that deny reality, science, and orthodox Christian beliefs and values. 
 I hope you’ll make a renewed effort in 2022 to join us in person to worship the 
Lord together and look into His Word. I believe that churches MUST come out of this pan-
demic stronger, more focused, more intentional, and more united around their common 
faith and purpose than ever!  I pray you’ll help us make 2022 one of the greatest years for 
our church, to the glory of God! 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 



 

Drive-Thru Nativity Retrospective 
  We “missed” last year due to Covid, and it’s amazing to me what a difference 
one year makes. Y’all brought excitement and energy, and it showed. I want to 
single out three groups (because I don’t have the space to address everybody!) — 
• Al Lamar and his team had our sets up and down so efficiently. That’s a lot of 

work, and it takes a lot of people. And we did not have any damage from wind 
or rain, everything was put up so securely. There were changes (like no Shep-
herd’s Corner on the shepherds’ corner), and everything looked great. 

• Paige and Amy and their team had all of our actors so well organized and pre-
pared, even through all of the schedule conflicts. Every night, the Nativity 
looked great. And that’s not to mention Kathy and Candy and their team of 
costume wizards! When our actors are prepared and look good, they’re more 
confident, and it shows. 

• We’re still probing everyone’s comfort levels when it comes to food. To our 
rescue came Tom and Krista Wells who volunteered to prepare a meal each 
night. Beverly and I are so, so grateful; that was a huge undertaking, and we 
were all the beneficiaries. 

  As worried as I was, the weather ended up just about perfect each night. Our 
parking team handled all of the weird ebbs and flows in traffic without a problem 
(that’s not easy, y’all!), and as far as I have been told, every guest had a great ex-
perience. (Well, one car overheated.) Great job, everybody, and thank you! 
 
Sunday School Schedule 
  As I’ve said the past few months, our plan is to have a “normal” Sunday School 
hour every Sunday of the holidays. If you are traveling, or if you have company 
staying in your home and you can’t come, you’re not supposed to feel the least bit 
bad about that! Here’s my request to all class members — if your teacher is travel-
ing during the week, or if your teacher is hosting family that week, please take it 
upon yourself to offer to cover Sunday School for a week and give your teacher 
the week off! Sunday School should be a blessing for everyone who is able to 
come, not a burden. (By the way — do something nice for your teacher(s) this 
Christmas. Just a suggestion.) 
 
Choir Schedule / Wednesday Night Schedule / Nursery Update 
  These things are all connected, so let’s say it again. We’re “taking off” the next 
three Wednesday evenings — we come back on January 12. The choir has 
prepped music to account for taking three rehearsals off, so now we pray that we 
don’t forget everything we know! But that timing means that we can do a lot of 
nursery renovation with minimal impact to our kids. Demo has started as I type 
this, and we are all so very excited about the better use of space that’s coming!  
 
Organ Fund 
  Because our organ keeps turning on every Sunday, you might not appreciate our 
need for a new one. We need to replace our organ. Please consider making a year-
end gift to the Sanctuary Organ Fund (or designating part of your year-end gift to 
it). We still need about $15,000. Linda and I will be so grateful for your contribu-
tions! 



 

Last Month 

End-of-
November 

Final 
Finances 

We Came    We Gave 

November 21 302 159 69 $17,377.02 

November 28 331 177 Thanksgiving $10,949.00 

December 5 310 179 66 $27,313.00 

December 12 275 195 DTN $17,865.17 

BUDGET  

Required $814,483.12 

Received $791,711.57  

Disbursed $751,233.23 

NON-BUDGET  

Cap. Improvements YTD $20,581.00 

Ferguson Property YTD $8,901.00 

Go & Tell Mission Fund YTD $39,415.88 

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! It is uplifting to have Drive-Thru 
Nativity and things back to a “more normal” state! I am praying that our commu-
nity continues to be safe and healthy so things may continue in 2022! Wednesday 
Night programs for TinyKid, TeamKid and Elevate will start back up January 12. 
This date will be here before we know it and we look forward to another great 
semester! 
 Upward Basketball is starting a tad later this year. Practices will start the 
week of January 17 and our first Skills & Drills Camp Day will be on Saturday, 
January 22. We will have one more day of camp the following Saturday and the 
first games will start Saturday, February 3. I am still in need of about three more 
coaches so please be in prayer for that and spread the word. We are excited 
about incorporating the camp component into the season this year! 
 The youth (7th-12th grade) will be going on a Ski Trip to Beech Mountain, 
NC from February 18-21. This is a new location we are trying out. We will be 
staying at a condo that is within walking distance of the slopes! The general cost 
is $300 and includes two entire days of skiing, lift tickets, meals at the condo, 
and a three-night stay. It is a beautiful area and a small “Christmas-village-like” 
town with lights, ice-skating, snow tubing and sledding hills. Non-skiers can go 
for $130, which includes meals and room & board. Please let me know ASAP if 
you plan to go! 
 Summer Camp is set for July 10-15. Please mark the date! This year we 
are headed to Look Up Lodge. This is a year-round Christian retreat and camp 
center in Traveler’s Rest, SC (not far from FUGE location at North Greenville 
University). Look Up Lodge comes highly recommended by Georgia Baptist Mis-
sion Board youth leaders. They have been serving youth and churches for over 60 
years! They hold a foundation in biblical truth, have wonderful, trained staff and 
fun facilities. The location is beautiful and the facilities include a lake with a giant 
swing, zip line, paint ball and obstacle course. Look Up Lodge is “serious about 
truth, serious about fun. Our passion is to see God work—in you, in your church, 
and across the nation.” One of my first ministry experiences in high school was 
working at a summer church camp. I had a blast not only as a camper but later 
working there. I know our youth will have an incredible time growing in his or her 
faith and having fun! More info to come later! 

 



Practices start the week of Jan-

uary 17 

 

January 22– Upward Camp  

January 29– Upward Camp  

February 5– First Week Of Games 

March 12 - Awards Ceremony 

 

 January  
Ministry Donation 

 
 

 Hair care products  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please place items in the blue bin 
in the atrium. 

 

 

We will observe the Lord’s  
Supper on Sunday, January 30.  

No Nursery Provided 

Lord’s Supper will be observed 

Wednesday night activities resume  
January 12 

Matt and David will be co-leading the 
disciples pathway through a study of 

the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

 

 

Quarterly Church  

Conference  

 

 January 23, 2022 

 
February 18-21, 2022 

Open to students  
7-12th grade 

 
Cost: $300 for  

Skiers 
 

$130 for Non-Skiers 
 

Contact Ben ASAP  
to sign up 
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5:00 PM Family Night Supper, FH 

5:30 PM Open Warehouse 

6:00 PM Disciples Pathway, Adults, FH 

6:00 PM TinyKid (Ages3-K), Chapel 

6:00PM TeamKid (Grades 1-6), Gym 

6:00 PM Elevate (grades 7-12), WH 

7:15 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal, S 



Tuesday, January 4  

 9:00 AM  Cornerstone Preschool Resumes 

Wednesday, January 5 

  No Evening Activities 

Thursday, January 6 

  Epiphany   

Sunday, January 9 

 10:45 AM Deacon Ordination Service  

Monday, January 10 

 6:00 PM Property and Space Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, January 11 

 11:00 AM Young At Heart 

 6:00 PM  Stewardship Committee Meeting  

 7:00 PM Deacons Meeting  

Wednesday, January 12 

 5:00 PM Wednesday Night Activities Resume  

Monday, January 17 

  Church Office Closed 

Saturday, January 22 

 9:00 AM  Upward Basketball Camp  

Sunday, January 23 

 5:00 PM  Committee Workshop 

 6:00 PM Quarterly Church Conference 

Saturday, January 29 

 9:00 AM  Upward Basketball Camp  

Sunday, January 30 

 10:45 AM  Lord’s Supper  

SUN 9:30 Sunday School 

 10:45 Morning Worship   

MON 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

 7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

TUE 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 1:30 Church Staff Meeting, 402 

 7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

WED 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

 5:00 Family Night Supper, FH 

 5:30 Open Warehouse 

 6:00 Disciples Pathway (Adults, Fellowship Hall) 

 6:00 TinyKID (Ages 3-K), Chapel 

 6:00 TeamKID (Grades 1-6), Gym  

 6:00 Elevate (grades 7-12), WH 

 7:15 Adult Choir Rehearsal, S 

THU 6:30 Stand in the Gap Prayer Group, Parlor 

 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 7:00  Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

FRI 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 


	January 2022 CS for email (cornerstone only)
	2022 January Calendar

