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February often gets the reputation of being a slow month with not much going on…but not 
this year…not at First Baptist Church! We have some exciting opportunities to come togeth-
er in worship, to grow in groups, to serve with love as God has shaped us, and to go and tell 
others the Good News of God’s grace.  

Come to Worship: Pardon me if I start by emphasizing my months-long sermon series We 
Believe… using the 2000 Baptist Faith and Message as our guide to examine the essential 
doctrines of our faith. In today’s world Christians, more than ever, need to have a clear un-
derstanding of what they believe and why, and to live in ways that shows the world those 
beliefs make a difference. Please continue to join us in person, on the radio, or online as we 
explore these key truths.  

Beyond that, this month gives us some unique worship opportunities. You’ll notice these in 
this newsletter: The Jubal Brass will be in concert at Sharon Baptist Church on February 3. 
This is a world-renowned group of Georgia Baptist musicians, and you won’t want to miss 
them being in our area. At the end of February, on the 25th, FBC Thomson will host the 
Triumphant Quartet in concert—so we start and end the month with quality music for the 
glory of God! But I also want to encourage you to consider our Kilpatrick Baptist Association 
Spring Inspirational meeting hosted at First Baptist on the 21st. It’s not only an opportunity 
to worship, but to learn about the opportunities of literacy missions in our area and around 
Georgia. Finally, the Georgia Baptist Mission Board’s Evangelism Conference in Macon on 
the 27th-28th is a time of worship, but also to be inspired, encouraged, and equipped to 
better Go and Tell the Gospel story with our community. If you’re interested in attending 
that, please let me know ASAP. 

Grow in Groups: If you’ve not yet joined us for our Wednesday Night Disciple’s Pathway 
study on The Apostles’ Creed, it’s not too late! We’d love for you to be a part of this 12-
week small group study that corresponds nicely with our Sunday morning sermon series. It 
may not seem like a small-group opportunity, but our Next Step Luncheon is all about help-
ing worship and Sunday School guests and new members learn more about how to plug-in at 
FBC Thomson and grow in groups as well as Serve based on how God has shaped them and 
Go and Tell through our church’s missions and ministry opportunities. I have been greatly 
encouraged by the number of guests in worship despite COVID. If you are either a newer 
member or are interested in taking the “next step” in becoming a part of the FBC Family, 
please contact the church office and reserve your spot. We are planning individually prepack-
aged lunches and a great time of discussion in the Fellowship Hall for Sunday, February 13. 
We will have nursery and children’s activities after lunch. I hope to see you there!  

Serve in Love and Go and Tell: Many of the above opportunities certainly tie into our service 
to others and mission to make disciples for Jesus, but beyond there are ongoing opportuni-
ties to do both this month. First, Ben would love to have your help with Upward Basket-
ball—see his article for more information. Second, we are always looking for people to help 
us out with weekly service through our Safety Team, Nursery and Preschool hall check-in, 
and people to serve in the nursery ministry and children’s church time. Contact the church 
office if you want to learn more. Another way we can be a part of ministry and missions to-
gether is through our regular giving to both the church budget and the Go and Tell Fund. I 
am beyond grateful at how generous our folks were in 2021, giving us one of our best finan-
cial years on record. Because of your faithful giving, we were able to expand our ministries 
and share God’s blessings with our missions and ministry partners around the country and 
the world. Thank you, and let’s continue to faithfully support what God is doing in and 
through our church in 2022!  



Thrilled about Progress on the Nursery/Preschool Hall 
Those of you who follow on Facebook or have been able to go down to Level 3 
know the amazing work that has been done there to freshen up our space for our 
youngest family members. It’s a small way that we as a church can affirm the work 
of our children’s leaders. (And even with the investment from the church, volun-
teers still put an incredible number of hours into that project.) There are still a few 
things left to do, and they will be completed soon! Several of you have asked 
“What’s next?” We’re working on that right now. There are lots of ideas :) 

Update on the Organ Fund 
Friends, we still have a ways to go. I know it’s hard to 
see the urgency when our current organ keeps working, 
so let me recap our situation. When we attempted to 
have our sanctuary platform refinished, we learned that 
the organ was too old and fragile to be moved again. 
And there are no more replacement parts to repair any-
thing that might break. Our only option is to replace it. 
We have identified a wonderful instrument that Linda 
drove to Atlanta to test, and it will be great. The new 
organ is small and light. When we get it, we can also 
refinish our platform. Plus, it can plug into our sound system so that it will sound 
crisp and clean on our broadcast. Please — consider donating a little money to 
this fund so we can wrap this project up! 

Update on Sunday Morning Coffee (We Need Volunteers) 
We need a few more volunteers to prepare coffee before Sunday School. It’s not a 
difficult job, but it requires someone’s attention for the whole morning. I want 
enough volunteers to spread this responsibility out. Please let me know if you 
would consider it, and I can tell you more about what you would actually have to 
do. You don’t even have to like coffee! You just have to see the value in serving. 

The Triumphant Quartet Is Coming! 
This is very exciting — we have our friends the 
renowned Triumphant Quartet coming in con-
cert this February. And we want you to come 
and hear them! There will be a strong gospel 
message presented, so please invite your friends 
who don’t go to church.  

Friday, February 25, 7:00 PM 
Here in our sanctuary 

The doors will open at 6:00 and there is no  
reserved seating. As always, admission is free, and we will take up a love offering 
to cover Triumphant’s expenses (and hopefully bless them in a small way). We 
hope to see you there! 



Last Month

End-of-
December 

Final 
Finances 

We Came We Gave 

December 19 315 183 57 $20,996.00 

December 26 222 119 0 $13,193.00 

January 2 234 127 0 $10,163.00 

January 9 323 156 0 $11,700.00 

January 16 279 120 85 $15,305.00 

January 23 309 150 79 $8,447.75 

BUDGET 

Required $888,527.00 

Received $926,214.74 

Disbursed $836,251.88 

NON-BUDGET 

Cap. Improvements YTD $22,701.00 

Ferguson Property YTD $10,991.00 

Go & Tell Mission Fund YTD $40,872.88 

The church received a very nice letter from Olivette Long, County Director 
at the Department of Family & Children Services, with her appreciation for all the 
prayers and generosity of gifts to the children in foster care in McDuffie County. 
She wants to thank us for our continued partnership and support of their office 
and the children. Thank you so much! Our church is very generous, and it does 
not go unnoticed in the community! 

TinyKID, TeamKID and Elevate are off to a great start!  Continue to be in 
prayer as our leaders and volunteers continue to strive to reach the next genera-
tion during this unique time. Children, youth, and their leaders need our prayers, 
love, and support! 

Please also be in prayer for our upcoming ski trip on President’s Day 
Weekend, February 18-21. We are headed to a new location this year! We are 
looking forward to exploring Beech Mountain and staying in a condo! Please pray 
for safety traveling and safety on the slopes! 

Upward Basketball has started! We are looking forward to a great year! 
Teams have already been practicing. We have one day of Upward Camp on Janu-
ary 29 where the kids will complete some practice drills and work on their skills. 
The regular season will start on February 5 and then wrap up with an awards cer-
emony on March 12. I am looking forward to a regular season of Upward this 
year! 

Summer Camp is set for July 10-15. Please mark the date! This year we 
are headed to Look Up Lodge. This is a year-round Christian retreat and camp 
center in Traveler’s Rest, SC (not far from FUGE location at North Greenville 
University). Look Up Lodge comes highly recommended by Georgia Baptist Mis-
sion Board youth leaders. They have been serving youth and churches for over 60 
years! They hold a foundation in biblical truth, have wonderful, trained staff and 
fun facilities. The location is beautiful and the facilities include a lake with a giant 
swing, zip line, paint ball and obstacle course. Look Up Lodge is “serious about 
truth, serious about fun. Our passion is to see God work—in you, in your church, 
and across the nation.” One of my first ministry experiences in high school was 
working at a summer church camp. I had a blast not only as a camper but later 
working there. I know our youth will have an incredible time growing in his or her 
faith and having fun! More info to come later! 



Young at Heart  
Tuesday, February 8 

11:00 AM 

FEBRUARY 
Monthly Ministry Donation Items: 

ORAL HYGEINE 

Please bring your items and place them 
in the blue box in the atrium. 

Ash Wednesday Service 
March 2 
6:00 PM 

Georgia Baptist Evangelism    
Conference  

February 27-28  
Macon, GA  

No Nursery Provided 

Lord’s Supper will be observed 

Jubal Brass in Concert  
February 3 
7:00 PM  

Sharon Baptist Church 

February 18-21, 2022 

Please be in   
prayer for our 

youth and adult 
chaperones as 
they travel to 

North Carolina 

$
5
.5
0
 a

d
u
lt
s
 -

 $
3
.0
0
 u

n
d
e
r 
a
g
e
 1
2
 

Pl
ea

se
 m

a
ke
 y

o
ur
 r
es
er
v
a
t
io
ns
 b
y
 N
o
o
n 
o
n 
M
o
nd
a
y
s 



Thursday, February 3 

 7:00 PM  Jubal Brass Concert, Sharon Baptist Church 

Saturday, February 5 

 9:00 AM Upward Basketball Games 

Sunday, February 6 

 9:00 AM  Nursery Area Ribbon-Cutting 

Monday, February 7 

 6:00 PM Property and Space Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, February 8 

11:00 AM Young at Heart 

6:00 PM Stewardship Committee 

 7:00 PM Deacon’s Meeting 

Saturday, February 12 

9:00 AM  Upward Basketball Games 

Sunday, February 13 

 12:00 PM Next Step Luncheon 

February 18– 21 

 Youth Ski Trip 

Saturday, February 19 

 9:00 AM Upward Basketball Games 

Monday, February 21 

 6:30 PM KBA Spring Inspirational Meeting 

Thursday, February 24 

 Cornerstone Preschool In-House Registration begins. 

Friday, February 25 

 7:00 PM Triumphant Quartet Concert 

Saturday, February 26 

 9:00 AM  Upward Basketball Games 

February 27-28 

GBC Evangelism Conference in Macon 

SUN 

9:00  Cornerstone Cafe 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:45 Morning Worship  

MON 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

TUE 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

1:30 Church Staff Meeting, 402 

7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

WED 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

5:00 Family Night Supper, FH 

5:30 Open Warehouse 

6:00 Disciples Pathway (Adults, Fellowship Hall) 

6:00 TinyKID (Ages 3-K), Chapel 

6:00 TeamKID (Grades 1-6), Gym  

6:00 Elevate (Grades 7-12), WH 

7:15 Adult Choir Rehearsal, S 

THU 6:30 Stand in the Gap Prayer Group, Parlor 

9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

7:00  Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

FRI 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 




