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 It’s March, and Spring is around the corner! I’m sure you’re excited for the 
beautiful days, warmer weather, and flowers in bloom that serve as reminders of the 
New Life that is our in Christ. As Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
have become new.”  
 This March will bring some exciting and powerful ways for us to experience 
the newness of life found only in Jesus as we worship, grow, serve, and go together 
as a church family. You’ll find lots of details in this Cornerstone Newsletter, but let 
me highlight a few: 
 Gideon Sunday on March 13th allows us to learn about the great work the 
Gideons do in putting God’s Word into people’s hands. We’ll have a Gideon with us 
to share a few minutes about their ministry, and we will receive a special offering at 
the end of the service. Every dollar goes toward purchasing Bibles to distribute in a 
variety of places all around the world. I hope you’ll come prepared to give. 
 Thankfully, the Israel Trip is finally happening! I’ll be leading a group of 15 to 
the Holy Land from March 16-25th. Pray for safe travel, for everyone to stay healthy 
and COVID-free, and for God to speak to each of us in a special way as we walk 
where Jesus walked. We can’t wait to share with you about our trip in the near future. 
 Pray also for Rev. Jeff Harris who will preach for me on March 20th. Jeff and 
Gloria recently joined our church. They, along with their son Landon, are recent ad-
ditions to Thomson. Jeff sings in the choir and they have already been a joy and de-
light to our church family. I hope you’ll come and hear what God has laid on Jeff’s 
heart as he preaches on the doctrine of God’s Purposes of Grace, continuing on with 
our We Believe series of messages. 
 March is when we focus on North American Missions with the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering and the Week of Prayer. Please use the prayer guide to pray 
for missionaries throughout North America planting churches, penetrating the 
lostness of our cities, and meeting needs in Jesus’ name. And I hope you’ll join me in 
making an extra special gift to the Annie Armstrong offering. Every penny goes di-
rectly to missionaries on the field, helping us make disciples of Jesus from a diverse 
group of people in our country. 
 Finally, I’m excited about our Cornerstone Preschool Sunday on March 27th. 
We will have the joy of hosting preschool families in worship. We’ll be blessed by our 
preschoolers signing for us in worship, we’ll be encouraged by parent testimonies, 
and get to celebrate what God is doing in our weekday preschool ministry. Those 
families will then be treated to lunch in the Fellowship Hall. I know our folks will go 
out of their way to make these families feel welcome! 
 Of course, as we experience these opportunities in March, we are also 
“Marching” toward Easter. I pray this Lenten season will be one that helps you focus 
on God’s love for you as demonstrated in Jesus’ death on the cross. Let’s prepare 
our hearts and minds to worship the Risen Savior, and let’s work on inviting those far 
from God to come near to Him through the worship and ministries of our church. 
Thankful to serve, 

 



 

Update on the Organ Fund 
  We made it! We aren’t quite at the full amount, but we’re so close that the 
Stewardship Committee gave us permission to pay our 50% deposit on the instru-
ment, knowing that we will have the rest of it in just a few weeks. I’ll let you know 
when they will deliver it! 
 I’m very excited! You can read the story of the last time we purchased an 
organ on p. 227 of A Telling. It was 1974; the pipe organ we had then was more 
than 40 years old. We tried (and failed) to sell it and ended up giving the pipes 
away as souvenirs. That’s when we installed the electronic organ we’ve had ever 
since (we paid $34,402 for it; lots of similarities between that experience and ours 
today!). Our new organ is from the same company; it combines all of their best 
technology from decades of experience.  
 That said, here’s my fear: after all of this buildup and fundraising, are our 
expectations still reasonable? It’s an organ; it’s not going to make you breakfast, 
tell jokes, or control the humidity. It’s a musical instrument; it’s a tool we use to 
help set the atmosphere of worship. It’s also a very flexible tool that we should be 
able to use for years and years — rather than buy a new organ some day, we can 
simply “update” the software in this one (not that I can think of why we would need 
to update the organ sounds). 
 One of the best traits of this instrument — it’s half the size and a fraction of 
the weight of our current organ. We are all looking forward to being able to refinish 
the sanctuary platform (a lot of feet have walked on it since it was installed), and 
this organ can be safely moved. I point that out because refinishing the platform 
will require us to relocate to the gym for one Sunday, so if the organ delivery 
schedule doesn’t match the availability of the floor technicians or the church calen-
dar, that’s okay! We will make it happen at the least inconvenient time possible. 
 
Blood Drive on March 10 
 I’m sure that like me, you’ve been getting bombarded with texts or emails 
about the urgent need for blood (or platelets, or plasma). Please put March 10 on 
your calendar — we will host a blood drive for Shepeard Blood Center. If your 
schedule makes it tough to get to their Evans location, then come by the church on 
the afternoon of the 10th! 
 
Slow But Steady Progress on the Building 
 The deacons know that Andrew Harding (our Property and Space chairman) 
always says, “If you see something that needs to be done around here, please say 
something.” He means it! And it’s not just things that need to be fixed (although 
that’s how we found out about the broken tile in the ladies’ restroom) — also tell 
us if you see something that could be improved. We’re currently adding some light 
around the sides of the sanctuary because someone pointed out how dim it can be 
in certain places. Things being as they are, it might take a while for us to be able to 
act on your suggestion, but we love to keep making progress on our facility, big 
projects or small, and we can always add a new idea to our project list! (By the way, 
thank you for your continued generous giving to our church — that’s how we’re 
able to keep working on our facility. God bless you!) 



 

Last Month 

End-of-
January 

Final 
Finances 

We Came    We Gave 

January 30 267 166 80 $17,675.50 

February 6 310 189 77 $26,620.00 

February 13 292 175 88 $12,824.00 

February 20 275 183 84 $13,639.00 

BUDGET  

Required $73,901.67 

Received $63,291.25 

Disbursed $60,840.81 

NON-BUDGET  

Cap. Improvements YTD $1,131.00  

Ferguson Property YTD $395.00  

Go & Tell Mission Fund YTD $2,439.00  

  

 

 A group of youth, college students and adults went skiing at Beech Mountain, 

NC over Presidents Day Weekend. The snow conditions were very good, and several 

students learned to ski for the first time! We had fun checking out a new location this 

year, but will likely return to our usual location in WV next year. I want to thank my adult 

leaders (Alice Gary, Stacey Thomas, and Jay Mixon) and the crew at Ski Celebration for 

taking care of us! 

 We are in the middle of our Upward Basketball Season. So far it is going fantas-

tic! I am so thankful for all our coaches, referees, and other volunteers. It is an incredible 

thing to see other Christians using their gifts and talents. We will be having our awards 

night on March 12 at 5:00 PM. This is such a fun time for the kids to celebrate the sea-

son and to hear the gospel. Even if you are not a part of Upward Basketball, this is a fun 

event to come be a part of! During this awards night we like to give out door prizes. If 

you are willing to contribute door prizes for this event, please contact me!  

 On Sunday, March 20 immediately following morning worship, there will be a 

pizza and bowling event for the children and youth . Kids in grades 1-12 are invited to 

meet in the fellowship hall for pizza and then ride the bus to Northside Lanes in North 

Augusta. The plan is to return to the church around 5:00 PM. The cost for this event is 

$10 per person. This is going to be such a fun time and I hope that you will encourage 

your children to participate.  

 Summer Camp is set for July 10-15. Please mark the date! This year we are 

headed to Look Up Lodge. This is a year-round Christian retreat and camp center in 

Traveler’s Rest, SC (not far from FUGE location at North Greenville University). Look 

Up Lodge comes highly recommended by Georgia Baptist Mission Board youth leaders. 

They have been serving youth and churches for over 60 years! They hold a foundation in 

biblical truth, have wonderful, trained staff and fun facilities. The location is beautiful and 

the facilities include a lake with a giant swing, zip line, paint ball and obstacle course. 

Look Up Lodge is “serious about truth, serious about fun. Our passion is to see God 

work—in you, in your church, and across the nation.” One of my first ministry experi-

ences in high school was working at a summer church camp. I had a blast not only as a 

camper but later working there. I know our youth will have an incredible time growing in 

his or her faith and having fun! More info to come later! 



Our 2022 Goal Is:  
$10,000 

 

Monthly Ministry Donation Items: 

EASTER CANDY 

 

Please bring your items and place them 
in the blue box in the atrium. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

March 27 we will have “Name 
Tag Sunday”. Please grab a 
name tag from one of the     

entrances.  
 

Join us Sunday, March 13 for  
Gideon Sunday.  

 
We will hear from a Gideon 

during our morning worship. A 
love offering will be received. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be in prayer for the group we have 
traveling to Israel  

March 16-25.  

No Nursery Provided 

Lord’s Supper will be observed 
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Awards Ceremony  

March 1 2; 5:00  PM 

 

Contact Ben 

if you would 

like to        

donate a 

door prize. 



Wednesday, March 2 

6:00 PM  Ash Wednesday Service  

Saturday, March 5 

1:00 PM Visitation for  Rebecca Evans  

2:00 PM Memorial Service for Rebecca Evans  

Tuesday, March 8 

11:00 AM Young at Heart 

6:00 PM Stewardship Committee Meeting  

7:00 PM Deacon’s Meeting  

March 10-11 

  Cornerstone Preschool  Winter Break 

Thursday, March 10 

1:00-6:00 Shepeard Blood Drive  

Saturday, March 12 

5:00 PM Upward Awards Ceremony  

Sunday, March 13 

  Daylight Savings Time Begins 

10:45 AM  Gideon Sunday  

March 16-25 

  Group in Israel  

Friday, March 18 

1:00 PM Milford Visitation  

3:00 PM Milford Memorial Service  

Sunday, March 20 

10:45 AM  Rev. Jeff Harris preaching  

12:00 PM Children & Youth, pizza and bowling 

March 20-27 

  NAMB Week of Prayer  

Sunday, March 27 

10:45 AM Preschool Sunday/ Name tag Sunday  

 

  

SUN  

 9:00  Cornerstone Cafe 

 9:30 Sunday School 

 10:45 Morning Worship   

MON 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

 7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking 

Track 

TUE 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 1:30 Church Staff Meeting, 402 

 7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking 

Track 

WED 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

 5:00 Family Night Supper, FH 

 5:30 Open Warehouse 

 6:00 Disciples Pathway (Adults, Fellowship 

Hall) 

 6:00 TinyKID (Ages 3-K), Chapel 

 6:00 TeamKID (Grades 1-6), Gym  

 6:00 Elevate (Grades 7-12), WH 

 7:15 Adult Choir Rehearsal, S 

THU 6:30 Stand in the Gap Prayer Group, Parlor 

 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 7:00  Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking 

Track 

FRI 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 
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