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 After the busy season of ministry in May and June, this month can often 
seem like a slow-down. Of course, there are still amazing ministry opportunities this 
month, our youth will be away at camp, the KBA annual mission trip to West Virgin-
ia is going on, and our youth and children have fun and exciting things happening 
on Wednesday nights. But July is also a month of preparation for the upcoming 
school year and all our Fall programs and events. Please keep our leaders and staff 
in your prayers as we make preparations for a fresh season of worship, discipleship, 
missions, and ministry that kicks off in August. We are very excited for what is com-
ing up in this last half of 2022!  
 On July 3, we will celebrate the beauty of our country and the freedoms we 
enjoy as we honor Independence Day. This year, we’ll be worshipping and celebrat-
ing in the Gym because the platform and choir loft in the sanctuary are being refin-
ished. We encourage you to come casual—wear your Red, White, and Blue—and 
come to eat lunch with us afterward. Our hostesses and food service teams are pre-
paring a hamburger and hotdog lunch for us to enjoy in the gym after worship. All 
you need to bring (besides your appetite) is a side or dessert to share. Dr. Matt 
Ward will be preaching that final message in our We Believe series on Religious Lib-
erty. My family and I will be in Tennessee that day as I have the wonderful oppor-
tunity to help baptize my niece and nephew! Thanks be to God!!!  
 Part of the preparations that happen in July is the beginning of our process 
of selection for next year’s deacons. Our Deacons are an important part of our 
church’s ministry to the Body of Christ and as leaders in helping us reach our 
neighbors and the nations. Later this month you’ll receive a nomination ballot to 
pray over as you consider the men in our church who have already exhibited a  
servant leader’s heart. Men, I ask you to pray about whether God is calling you to 
serve as a deacon. And remember, God doesn’t call the able, but He enables the 
called. On August 7, we will nominate men for a three-year term of service. The 
final selection will be September 11.  
 Remember that in our July Quarterly Church Conference, we will vote on the 
proposed amendment to the church’s constitution to update the Beliefs and Values 
statement to reflect the church’s vision adopted in 2019 and the Baptist Faith and 
Message as adopted by the SBC in 2000 and the Georgia Baptist Mission Board in 
2021. We will also approve the Nominating Committee’s report of our 2022-2023 
church officers and ministry leaders. And on Sunday night, July 24 I hope you’ll join 
us for a night of sharing from our Israel Trip this past March. We will be in the Fel-
lowship Hall at 6 PM to share pictures and stories, and even some food to taste! 
And you’ll hear about the plans for the NEXT trip to the Holy Land later in 2023. 
 Finally, I’m excited to begin a new sermon series on July 10, The Book of 
James: Faith that Works. We spent the first half of this year learning about what we 
believe, our doctrines. Now we will put those beliefs into action, and learn from 
Jesus’ half-brother and the leader of the Jerusalem church the difference these doc-
trines make in our relationships with each other and in how we interact with the lost 
world around us.  
 July can be a great month for recommitting ourselves to worshiping together, 
studying God’s Word, and serving Him through our church. Even as many of us 
continue to enjoy some time away, I pray you’ll not neglect time together with 
God’s people. We are eager to see you on campus this month—truly, there’s no 
better place to be on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights!  



 

Wait—We’re Going Back to the Gym on July 3? 
  I know, timing is everything, right? Remember that we have a planned service in 
the gym on July 3 because our sanctuary platform is scheduled to be refinished. 
No, it couldn’t be done while we were relocated (not exactly working conditions in 
the sanctuary). July 3 is also our Independence Day picnic, so we’re going to put 
all of this together into one big, fun event. 

Sunday, July 3, Worship and Picnic in the Gym 
Church will provide hamburgers and hot dogs 

Please bring a side or dessert that goes along! 
We will have tables set up in the gym, so the morning will feel a little different, but 
that’s not a bad thing. The timing of the service will be normal—remember that we 
still have a radio audience to think of. 
 
And Some Related Bad News about the Gym 
  So, the day we got the word that the new sanctuary system was working at close 
to full capacity, one of the compressors in the gym blew out. My favorite response 
to this news: “God really threaded a needle on that one!” Half of the gym system is 
still working, and on all but the very hottest afternoons it will be fine. The Property 
and Space Committee has already started looking into short-term and long-term 
plans, and they will report when they know more. 
 
Freedom Blast on Saturday, July 2 
  Just a reminder. Thomson will be hosting their Freedom Blast on July 2, and I vol-
unteered us as a church to participate. We are planning on providing watermelons 
again. And as always, we will need your help. Yes, it’s hot, and yes, it’s work, but it 
helps our community associate friendly faces with our church. And every chance we 
have to represent Jesus in our community is a good chance. 
 
Dad’s Night Out on Tuesday, July 26 
  Calling all dads to dinner at Fernanda’s Pizza. This is just a chance for us to get 
together without kids — no agenda. We’ll be there between 6:00 and 8:00, so 
come whenever you get off of work.   
 
Some Thoughts about the Southern Baptist Convention  
  Some of you were following the reports from last week’s Southern Baptist Con-
vention (held in Anaheim this year), and you’re wondering what it all means. Look, 
we have 13,000,000 members in 40,000 churches; somebody is going to say 
something that will turn heads. But we also learned that IMB missionaries helped 
plant 20,000 churches and baptize 100,000 new believers. Lifeway won an award 
for new Spanish resources. SBC seminaries are growing. We have almost 4,000 
military chaplains. A grassroots racial unity movement has begun. We’ve planted 
hundreds of churches in LA, NYC, and DC. Southern Baptist Christians are doing 
amazing things in the name of Jesus. We are glad to be associated with that work! 
One thing I’ve realized is this: this cultural day is no time for Christians to seek out 
ways to be divided. More than ever, we need to identify what unites us — the 
Great Commission of Jesus Christ — and work together in Jesus’ name while we 
still have time. 



 

Last Month 

End-of-May 
Final 

Finances 

We Came    We Gave 

May 22 278 152 N/A $11,825.00 

May 29 267 198 27 $15,315.07 

June 5 267 183 24 $18,979.00 

June 12 281 196 N/A $16,128.22 

June 19 225 200 21 $13,014.00 

BUDGET  

Required $369,508.35 

Received $353,095.42 

Disbursed $331,188.99 

NON-BUDGET  

Cap. Improvements $9,749.00 

Ferguson Property $1,940.00 

Go & Tell Mission Fund $15,668.00 

 

 Mission:McDuffie took place June 5-9. We had over 40 volunteers come 
together from various churches to serve and work at homesites and with children. 
We had a yard work and construction team help homeowners. We also added a 
Backyard Bible team at the Thomson Housing Authority and a Football Camp 
team at Sweetwater Park. There was an opening youth worship night to kick off 
the week then we had fellowship events in the evenings. The kids enjoyed a slip n’ 
slide night, a pool party at the Thomson Family Y, and an open gym night. Then 
we capped off the week by coming back together for worship and had people 
share their experiences from the week. Thank you for your prayers and support 
for Mission:McDuffie. 
 Currently our VBS, Monumental, is underway! We have over 50 workers 
and over 120 kids that participated Monday night! We are in prayer for the rest of 
the week and especially decisions children will make on Wednesday night as David 
presents the gospel. VBS is a wonderful time for children to learn about the love 
and power of God through music, crafts, games, and even themed snacks! I want 
to thank our VBS Director, my wife, for all her hard work. I also want to thank 
everyone of our volunteers for their time and commitment. VBS makes an eternal 
difference in the lives of children! 
 Please be in prayer for youth camp at Look Up Lodge in Travelers Rest, SC 
coming up July 10-15. This is a new camp for our church and comes highly rec-
ommended by other Georgia Baptists. Camp is a great time to gather with other 
youth groups to worship, play games, and learn more about the Lord! 
 Please stay up to date with all our Kid Venture and youth Midsummer 
Nights events through our church website, www.fbcthomson.org. I am thankful for 
our leaders and the fellowship opportunities throughout the summer! 



 
 
 

 

July Ministry Donation  
 

Bookbags for Appalachia 
Empty, any size, grade or gender  

 
 

 

 
 

Women’s Bible Study  
 

Thursdays at 6:30 PM 
In the Parlor 

Hebrews Study starting July 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 

No Nursery Provided 

Lord’s Supper will be observed 
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New Sermon Series  

James: Faith That Works 
Beginning July 10.  

CPR Training  
 

July 7 
9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Cost is $25 

 
Call the 

church office 
to sign up! 

KidVENTURE K4-6th Grade 
 

July 13: Games and Popsicles in the Park  
6-7 PM 

 

July 20: Lego Night 6-7 PM  
 

July 27: Pool Party 5-7 PM 
 

August 3: Ice Cream Sundaes & Open Gym  
6-7 PM 

 

YOUTH 7th-12th Grade 
 

July 13: Youth at Camp  
July 20: Scavenger Hunt 

July 27: Pool Party  
 



Saturday, July 2 

 7-9 PM Freedom Blast, Government Complex  

Sunday, July 3 

10:45 AM Worship in the Gym  

12:00 PM Picnic lunch  

Monday, July 4 

  Church Office Closed 

Wednesday, July 6  

  No Wednesday Night Activities  

Thursday, July 7 

 9A-12P CPR Training  

July 9-15 

  KBA West Virginia Mission Trip  

July 10-15 

  Youth Camp  

Monday, July 11 

6:00 PM Property and Space Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, July 12 

6:00 PM Stewardship Committee Meeting 

7:00 PM Deacons Meeting  

Sunday, July 17  

6:00 PM Quarterly Church Conference  

Sunday, July 24 

6:00 PM Israel Team Presentation  

Tuesday, July 26 

 6-8 PM Dad’s Night at Fernandas 

 

SUN 9:00  Cornerstone Cafe 

 9:30 Sunday School 

 10:45 Morning Worship   

MON 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

 7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

TUE 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 1:30 Church Staff Meeting, 402 

 7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

WED 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

 5:00 Family Night Supper, FH 

 5:30 Open Warehouse 

 6:00 Disciples Pathway (Adults, Fellowship Hall) 

 6:00 TinyKID (Ages 3-K), Chapel 

 6:00 TeamKID (Grades 1-6), Gym  

 6:00 Elevate (Grades 7-12), WH 

 7:15 Adult Choir Rehearsal, S 

THU 6:30 Stand in the Gap Prayer Group, Parlor 

 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 7:00  Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

FRI 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 
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