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THE CORNERSTONE 

PHONE: (706) 595-4252          FAX: (706) 597-0668         WEB: www.fbcthomson.org  

 

November 28, 10:45 AM 
Hanging of the Green 

Sermon: Good News Expected 

December 5, 10:45 AM 
Sermon: Good News Announced 
Kids turn in Lottie Moon Banks 

Week of Prayer for International Missions Begins 
 

December 6-8, 7:00 PM 
Drive-Thru Nativity 

 

December 12, 10:45 AM 
Sermon: Good News Proclaimed  

 

December 19, 10:45 AM 
Sermon: Good News Fulfilled 

 

December 24, 5:00 PM 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

The Coming King 



 

 The season of Advent is upon us! This is truly one of my favorite seasons of the 
year, and this year, we are focusing on the main acts of the Christmas story both in our wor-
ship and in this year’s Advent Devotional—make sure and pick up your free copy! We will 
first look at the Expectation for a Redeemer to come and make all things right. Then, we’ll 
experience the wonder of the Annunciation, as two couples are overwhelmed by God’s 
promise of miraculous births. On the third week of Advent, we will join the Angels and 
Shepherds in the Proclamation of “Peace on Earth, and Goodwill toward Men.” Finally, we 
will lead up to Christmas by focusing on the Fulfillment of ancient prophecy as Jesus Christ 
is born! 
 
 The events you’ll read about in this Cornerstone Newsletter are designed to help 
you experience this powerful story with fresh eyes and ears. What are your expectations this 
December? Have you heard the announcing of His Good News? Will you join the ancient 
chorus of those who proclaim that Good News to others? Will you worship the one who 
always fulfills what He promises? 
 
 Hanging of the Green on the First Sunday of Advent (11/28) will begin our season 
of expectation with a beautiful service of music, Scripture readings, symbols, and signs. It is 
the best way to prepare your heart for celebrating Christmas!  
 
 Missions Night with the TinyKids’ Living Nativity (12/1) will help focus us on the 
proclamation of the Gospel as we hear from the Willis family, missionaries in Uganda, as we 
enjoy a silent dessert auction to benefit the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for international 
missions, and as we enjoy our TinyKids presentation of the Christmas story. Join us to both 
be blessed, and to pass on God’s blessing to people around the globe. 
 
 We will continue this emphasis on the Proclamation of the Gospel on the Second 
Sunday of Advent (12/5) as we begin the Week of Prayer for International Missions. You’ll 
be given a handy prayer guide to help you focus on our Southern Baptist missionaries as 
they proclaim the Good News that Jesus Christ is born! Also, if you’ll join us for our annual 
Christmas Family Feast on December 15, the cost for dinner is a Lottie Moon donation. 
 
 Then, on the nights of December 6, 7, and 8, we will do the same as missionaries 
to our community through our annual Drive-Thru Nativity. There is always plenty of work to 
go around to make this amazing annual proclamation of the Gospel possible. Contact the 
church office to let us know you want to help! And spread the word. Invite your family and 
friends to drive through and experience this beautiful production of the Christmas story. 
 
 On the third and fourth Sundays of Advent, we will continue on our journey to Beth-
lehem and the manger, celebrating and worshipping with the angels and shepherds, with 
Mary and Joseph. Then, I hope you’ll help us culminate this season of Advent in our Christ-
mas Eve service with the Lord’s Supper. What better way to go into Christmas, than in a 
simple and beautiful worship service as God’s family!  
 
 As we approach a new year in 2022, I also want to remind you to get your end-of-
year donations to the church office before December 31, or at least postmarked by then. 
We appreciate all your gifts to God’s glory and the furthering of the Gospel! 
 
Happy Advent! 



 

It’s Holiday Time! 
  If this reads like a calendar, that’s only because there are so many things happening that 
we want you to be a part of: 
• Christmas Decorating for our church — Friday, November 26, 9:00 am. You don’t 

think our building magically decorates itself, do you? 
• Mark Trammel/Whisnant Christmas Concert — Saturday, November 27, 6:00 pm. 

This is such a great way to get into the Christmas spirit! A very Jesus-centered even-
ing you should attend. 

• Mission Night — Wednesday, December 1. We have normal family supper at 5:00, 
and then our 6:00 program is over-the-top: IMB missionaries from Uganda, the pre-
school living nativity, and a Lottie Moon dessert auction. Be there! 

• Blood Drive — Thursday, December 2. There is a dire need for blood donations. We 
make this as easy on you as possible! Just come to the fellowship hall. 

• Drive-Thru Nativity — December 6-8 (see below). 
• Christmas Family Feast — Wednesday, December 15. Instead of a 5:00 meal, we are 

eating at 6:00. And the “cost” is a donation to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
This is a favorite evening. 

• Christmas Eve Lord’s Supper Service — Friday, December 24, 5:00. Some of you 
had to miss last year, and we hope you’re able to be back this year! 

• “Normal Sunday Morning” — Sunday, December 26. The plan is to have a normal 
Sunday morning with Sunday School and worship on the regular schedule. The same 
will be true for January 2. 

 
Drive-Thru Nativity Schedule 
  Just a reminder (and you’ll hear this again) that we want our Nativity actors to be not just 
in costume but getting in place by 6:30. Cars will be pulling up to the corner at 6:45, so 
we want to be ready to go as quickly as possible. That means you’ll need to be getting in 
costume at 6:00! This year, we are going to move costuming to the gym to help everyone 
stay spread out. We need you to help us make sure that your family is ready to go when 
it’s time to go. 
  And if you haven’t signed up, we still need your help! 
 
Sunday School Christmas Fellowships 
  I’m spreading this around through as many channels as I can — make sure that your 
Sunday School class is spreading the Christmas cheer this year. Do a gift exchange! Send 
cards! Get in touch with your class members who have gotten out of the habit of regular 
attendance. And don’t wait for someone else to suggest an idea — take it upon yourself 
to check on your church friends this Christmas. 
 
Organ Fund 
  Because our organ keeps turning on every Sunday, you might not appreciate our need 
for a new one. We need to replace our organ. Please consider making a year-end gift to 
the Sanctuary Organ Fund (or designating part of your year-end gift to it). We still need 
about $15,000. Linda and I will be so grateful for your contributions! 



 

Last Month 

End-of-
October 

Final 
Finances 

We Came    We Gave 

October 31 283 174 87 $18,129.00 

November 7 306 180 89 $14,832.46 

November 14 260 169 86 $16,673.00 

BUDGET  

Required 740,439.20 

Received $732,030.09 

Disbursed $689,265.14 

NON-BUDGET  

Cap. Improvements YTD $19,831.00  

Ferguson Property YTD $ 8576.00 

Go & Tell Mission Fund YTD $37,716.88  

 Thanksgiving is upon us and there is much to give God praise for! Thank 
you to all families, Sunday school classes and individuals that picked the name of 
a child from the Angel Tree. We always have more people willing than we have 
names to hand out, which is a wonderful problem to have. I give thanks for the 
generosity of our church to help each year! 
 
 The Youth Christmas Party is coming up Saturday, December 4 at my 
home at 6:00 PM. There will be prizes for best tacky Christmas sweater or fun 
Christmas pajamas! Also, there will be a gift exchange. Please bring a wrapped 
$15 gift to the party. Dinner and games will be at the party as well as we cele-
brate the Christmas season! 
 
 The Youth will be going on a Ski Trip over President’s Day Weekend, Feb-
ruary 18-21. There are some changes this year that I am excited about! First, we 
are traveling to Beech Mountain Ski Resort in NC. This ski resort is very neat and 
located in a small ski town with shops, restaurants, and sledding hills. I got to visit 
it a couple years ago and it looked like a Christmas village! Second, we will be 
staying in condos that are within walking distance to the ski resort. This trip is 
open to any youth (grades 7-12). The general cost is $300. This will cover meals 
once we get to NC (not for stops on the road), 2 full days of skiing and 3 nights 
at Beech Mountain. More information about additional costs for snowboard rent-
als, helmets, ski bibs and ski lessons can be found in the promo letter. A $50 non
-refundable deposit is due by Friday, December 10 to me or the church office. 
  
 Finally, make sure to pick up a First Baptist Advent Devotional Book and 
do not overlook the Faith @ Home activity at the start of each week. We have a 
family discussion guide for Drive-Thru Nativity, a Christmas song picture riddle 
page sketched by yours truly, a family Christmas movie discussion guide and a 
popular I Spy: Christmas Lights list for the family car ride to discover lights and 
decorations! Enjoy these and let them carry into your discussion and wonder of 
Jesus, Immanuel, coming to live among us and save us. 
God bless, 

 



December 
Monthly Ministry Donation Items: 

WINTER WEARABLES 

 Please bring your items and place them 
in the blue box in the atrium. 

 Week of Prayer for  
International Missions 

12/5-12/12 

Use the prayer guide enclosed or 
pick one up in the church office. 

Our Lottie Moon Christmas  
Offering goal is $12,500. 

 

 

 

 

Missions Night:  
Join us Wednesday,  

December 1 for missions night.   
We will have a regular Wednesday 

night supper followed by a 
presentation from Chris & Casey 
Willis (Missionaries to Uganda).  

 
We will also enjoy the 
TinyKid live nativity 

following the  
presentation. 

No Nursery Provided 

Lord’s Supper will be observed 

December 24 at 5:00  

 

 

 
February 18-21, 2022 

Open to students  
7-12th grade 

 
Cost: $300 for  

Skiers 
 

$130 for Non-Skiers 
 

$50 Deposit Due 
12/10 
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There will be no  
Wednesday night activities  

December 22.  

The church office will be closed 
on  

December 24, 27 & 31 in        
celebration of  

Christmas and the new year!  



SUN 9:30 Sunday School 

 10:45 Morning Worship   

MON 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

 7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

TUE 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 1:30 Church Staff Meeting, 402 

 7:00 Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

WED 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

 5:00 Family Night Supper, FH 

 6:00 Evening Ministry Activities  

 7:15 Adult Choir Rehearsal, S 

THU 6:30 Stand in the Gap Prayer Group, Parlor 

 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 7:00  Evening Walking Group, Indoor Walking Track 

FRI 9:00 Walking Track open (until 5:00 PM) 

 9:00 Nautilus Room open (until 1:00 PM) 

 10:00 Stretch & Flex, Gym 

Sunday, November 28 

 10:45 AM First Sunday of Advent 

Wednesday, December 1 

 5:00 PM Family Night Supper  

 6:00 PM  Missions Night with TinyKid live nativity  

Saurday, December 4 

 6:00 PM  Youth Christmas Party at the Tarvers 

Sunday, December 5 

  Second Sunday of Advent  

  Foster Care gifts due back  

Monday, December 6  

 5:00 PM Dinner for Drive-Thru Nativity cast 

 7:00 PM Drive-Thru Nativity starts 

Tuesday, December 7 

 5:00 PM Dinner for Drive-Thru Nativity cast 

 7:00 PM Drive-Thru Nativity starts 

Wednesday, December 8  

 5:00 PM Dinner for Drive-Thru Nativity cast 

 7:00 PM Drive-Thru Nativity starts 

Saturday, December 11 

 10:00 AM  Foster Care gift wrapping party  

Sunday, December 12 

  Third Sunday of Advent  

 2:00 PM  Thomson Christmas Parade 

Monday, December 13 

 6:00 PM  Property and Space Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, December 14 

 11:00 AM  Young at Heart 

 6:00 PM Stewardship Committee Meeting  

 7:00 PM Deacons Meeting  

Wednesday, December 15 

 6:00 PM  Christmas Family Feast (cost is a donation to the  Lottie Moon offering) 

Sunday, December 19 

  Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Wednesday, December 22 

  No evening activities  

Friday, December 24 

  Church Office Closed 

 5:00 PM  Christmas Eve Service  

Monday, December 27 

  Church Office Closed 

Wednesday, December 29 

  No evening activities  

Friday, December 31 

  Church Office Closed  
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